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PORO
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Photography Estan L. Cabigas

Stanc].ing at the slope of a low hill and complementing
the vista of a laid-back town, the church of Poro is the first visible
structure that greets approac}iing visitors to the island from the open
sea. Poro is one of the two municipalities in Poro Island. The island,
along with those of Pacijan, Ponson, and Tulang form part of the
Camotes group of islands. Poro comes from the Waray word “Puro”

which means island.

The Jesuit historian and cartographer Pedro Murillo (174.9)
wrote that Poro was burned around 1663 i)y inva(i,ing Moros from ]olo.
At this time, Poro was administered Ly the Jesuits which, accorcling to

another account written by the Pr. Juan Francisco de San Antonio,

started around 1737.

Although its nearest town on mainland Cebu is Carmen, Poro
was piace(i. as a vicariage of Mandaue. It was at first administered i)y
Jesuits from Leyte and later from Mandaue until it was made into an
in(i.epen(ient parish on December 14, 1847 under the patronage of
the Sweetest Name of Jesus (Sto. Nifo). The first parish priest was Fr.
Florentino Dalmacio, a secular, but in 1849 it was placed under the

administration of the Augustinian Recollects with the appointment of
Fray Nicolas Gonzales (Yap et al. 1981, p. 98).

The present—&ay
parisii church, which
was well on its way to
compietion in 1884, is
made of coral stones. It
isa rectangular structure
with one main nave and
a simple facade divided
into three horizontal
segments. The trianguiar
pediment of the facade,
toppecl with a crucifix
on a square base at the
apex, 1s very 1arge and
bereft of any décor.
At the middle section,

two small rectanguiar

windows flank a niche
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Poro. (Camotes is/ands) This was made a paris/a
by the Diocese on December 14, 1847, under
the patronage 0][ the Dulcisisimo Nombre de
Jesus. It was a vicarage O/Mana]aue (th the
nearest town oft/qe island 0_7[ Cebu is Carmen).

T[w Clzurc]?: Itis made 0][ stone wftZz one nave,
0][ tiled 1‘00][; about 42 _L/ara]s /ong, 13 wide and
16 tall.

Cemetery: With mamposteria, about 04 yam]s
Jon a the same in width. The wall is about a

9
yard and a pa/m tall.

The Parish Convent: It is made 0][ L‘im[ver; one
lza[z[ 0_7[ its lzeig/at 1s a][ mamposteria and the
other part 1s o][ fa])fque pampango. The 1‘00][

1s a][ C/ay tiles, but in a bad state. It measures
about 31 yarais /0119, 14 wide and 12 ta//, (up
to the ea]ge o][flze roo][).

Vicarages: it has the so called Tag-anito about
two hours, with pul?/ic Zmi/a]ings m goaa] state.

This town is situated at the southwest on the
middle island 0][1‘]16 three islands (that make
up Camotes). It has ][ar collaterals the town a][
San Francisca, about an hour to the 1101‘1‘/71/;951‘,

and to the east, about eig/ﬂ.‘ ]murs, the separate

island o ][ Pilar.

Felipe Redondo, 1880, pp. 100-101.
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